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Some  War  Curiosities  and  the  Clandestine  Press  in  Belgium 
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One  of  the  most  important  problems  which  con- 
fronted the  Belgians  after  the  German  occupation  was 
that  of  keeping  in  touch  with  each  other,  of  maintain- 
ing their  national  morale  and  of  establishing  some  sort 
of  contact  with  their  government  and  army.  Be- 
tween them  and  this  army,  their  own  sons,  brothers, 
fathers  and  friends,  stood  the  impassable  barrier  of 
the  German  lines.  The  plight  of  those  left  behind 
these  lines  was  desperate.  They  were,  as  a  result 
of  the  great  catastrophe  which  had  come  upon  Bel- 
gium, a  leaderless  people,  robbed  and  outraged, 
checked  at  every  turn  by  the  powerful  army  of  occu- 
pation. That,  in  their  misfortune,  freedom  of  speech 
should  have  been  left  to  them  by  the  Teutons  was  not 
to  have  been  expected.  Indeed,  every  attempt  was 
made  by  the  Germans  to  secure  possession  of  all  the 
means  of  disseminating  information  in  order  that  they 
themselves  might  have  a  free  field  for  their  work  of 
beguiling  the  now  supposedly  conquered  people  into 
a  position  of  acquiescence  and  submission.  A  part 
of  the  German  plan  was  to  impress  upon  the  Belgian 
population  the  sense  of  German  invincibility  and  the 
hopelessness  of  the  cause  of  the  Allies.  Having  ob- 
tained control  of  the  telegraph,  telephone  and  mail 
service,  the  Germans  conducted  their  propaganda, 
through  agencies  which  we  might  designate  under  four 
heads : 

First.  Information  furnished  gratis  by  the  German 
authorities  and  by  individuals. 

Second.  Printed  matter  of  German  origin  which 
was  allowed  to  be  sold  in  Belgium. 

Third.  Newspapers  and  pamphlets  announced  as 
Belgian,  but  in  reality  more  often  German,  which  were 
subject  to  the  censorship. 

Fourth.  Dutch  or  other  foreign  newspapers  passed 
by  the  censorship.  Of  these  foreign  sheets  many  were 
doubtless  under  German  ownership  and  control,  but 
even  pro-German  foreign  papers,  like  the  "  Nieuwe 
Rotterdamsche  Courant,"  were  by  no  means  allowed 
to  enter  every  day.  Sometimes  as  many  as  twelve 
and  fifteen  numbers  a  month  were  refused  permission 
to  enter. 

The  Germans  doubtless  believed  that  they  could  in 
this  manner  see  to  it  that  no  news  was  spread  among 
the  Belgians,  except  such  as  suited  the  German  pur- 
pose. How  gross  were  their  attempts  to  deceive  will 
be  plain  from  a  single  instance.  On  the  15th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1914,  a  poster  was  put  ap  throughout  the  oc- 
cupied section  which  read  as  follows:  "Berlin,  14th 
of  September  (official) :  In  the  Western  theatre  of 
war  [France]  operations  have  taken  place,  the  details 
of  which  cannot  yet  be  published,  and  which  have 
brought  about  a  battle  which  is  favorable  for  us.  All 
the  news  which  is  being  spread  in  this  regard  by  all 


means  at  the  enemies'  disposal,  and  which  present  the 
situation  as  unfavorable  to  us  are  false."  Such,  then, 
was  the  German  account  for  Belgian  consumption,  of 
the  overwhelming  defeat  of  the  Germans  on  the 
Marne. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  and  curious  chapters  in 
recent  Belgian  history  is  therefore  the  account  of  the 
ingenious  ways  in  which  they  countered  this  attempt 
of  the  Germans  and  maintained  for  themselves  at 
great  peril  independent  methods  of  communication, 
for  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  a  brave  people  who 
had  dared  oppose  the  German  military  domination 
would  supinely  submit  to  this  intellectual  tyranny. 

After  the  German  occupation  of  Brussels,  August 
20,  1914,  notice  was  immediately  served  upon  all  the 
Brussels  newspapers  that  they  would  have  to  subject 
themselves  to  the  German  censorship,  or  their  offices 
would  be  closed.  To  the  credit  of  Belgian  journal- 
ists not  one  of  their  papers  accepted  this  proposal  at 
the  time.  Some  went  so  far  as  to  ruin  their  own 
plants.  At  the  time,  therefore,  no  newspapers  were 
available  in  the  capital.  A  few  papers  have  since 
been  revived  in  Brussels  either  by  the  Germans  alone, 
or  with  the  help  of  Belgians  who  have  been  bribed  or 
forced  into  co-operation,  and  who  in  either  case  are 
heartily  detested  by  the  great  majority  of  their  coun- 
trymen. For  the  time  being,  however,  no  news  except 
from  German  sources  was  supposed  to  be  within  the 
reach  of  the  population. 

The  German  plan  was  doomed  to  failure,  for  from 
the  first  papers  did  get  into  Brussels  from  the  out- 
side, from  Antwerp,  Ghent,  and  even  from  the  allied 
countries.  These  were  brought  to  within  a  certain 
distance  of  the  German  lines  hidden  in  the  bottom  of 
baskets  of  garden  truck  in  the  carts  of  market  garden- 
ers. Thus  they  were  brought  through,  and  then  un- 
packed in  the  back  room  of  a  cafe,  which,  according 
to  a  prearranged  plan,  was  changed  daily,  and  given 
to  news  peddlers  who  sold  ostensibly  post  cards,  pa- 
triotic placards  and  authorized  journals,  which  they 
announced  to  all  customers.  If  a  good  Belgian  ap- 
proached them  they  added  sotto  voce  "  La  Flandre 
Liberate?"  (of  Ghent),  or  the  names  of  Paris,  Lon- 
don, or  Amsterdam  journals.  In  spite  of  all  the  cost 
and  risks  "  La  Flandre  "  sold  for  75  centimes,  as  a 
general  thing.  Occasionally  the  Germans  succeeded 
in  holding  up  one  or  some  of  the  gardeners'  carts,  and 
the  price  then  rose  to  two  or  three  francs.  After 
mid-October,  however,  practically  all  of  the  Belgian 
papers  disappeared,  having  discontinued  publication 
altogether,  or  having  removed  to  London,  Havre,  or 
somewhere  else  safely  beyond  the  lines.  Though  the 
situation  had  become  much  more  difficult,  blockade 
running  continued  through  less  regularly  constituted 
channels.    Rarely  had  the  Germans  succeeded  in  cap- 
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turing  or  killing  all  of  the  carriers  of  news,  though 
death  was  occasionally  the  result  of  an  attempt  to 
bring  in  this  contraband  information.  A  large  paper, 
like  the  London  "  Times,"  came  to  command  a  price 
as  high  as  200  francs,  and  the  French  papers  regu- 
larly ran  to  two  and  three  francs.  The  mounting 
risks  incident  to  selling  papers  in 
the  streets  finally  became  too  great, 
and  this  has  now  been  discontinued, 
though  not  before  it  had  cost  the 
City  of  Brussels  a  fine  of  five  mil- 
lion francs. 

A  German  spy  had  approached 
a  newspaper  vender,  and  asked  for 
one  of  the  prohibited  journals.  The 
vender  unfortunately  gave  him  one, 
and  the  spy  forthwith  attempted  to 
arrest  him.  The  vender  resisted, 
and  the  spy,  who  happened  to  be  a 
German  non-commissioned  officer  in 
disguise,  began  to  strike  him.  It 
had  been  understood  that  the  Ger- 
man police  were  always  to  wear  a 
distinctive  sign.  As  the  aggressor 
had  none,  two  Brussels  policemen, 
not  knowing  that  they  were  in  the 
presence  of  a  spy,  defended  the 
news  vender  whom  they  naturally 
and  honestly  believed  to  have  been 
unjustly  attacked  by  a  private  citi- 
zen. For  this  one  of  the  policemen 
was  given  five  years  in  prison,  the 
other  three,  and  the  city  of  Brus- 
sels fined  five  million  francs. 

Fortunately  by  this  time,  how- 
ever, the  Belgians   had  devised  an 
"  information  service  "  of  their  own 
which    has    continued    ever  since. 
This  information  service,  if  we  may 
call  it  so,  has  achieved  many  amaz- 
ing triumphs,  for  it  has  not  been 
content    to    publish  and  circulate 
merely  the  newspapers  which  we 
shall    discuss    later,    but    it  has 
printed    and    circulated,    no  one 
knows   where,  or  how,  prohibited 
books,  which  were  frequently  large 
and  difficult  to  conceal.    One  of  its 
greatest  successes  was  the  publication  of  several  edi- 
tions  of    "  King   Albert's    Book,"    translated  into 
French.    This  particularly  exasperated  the  invaders, 
who  destroyed  one  printing  house  and  arrested  the  en- 
tire force.    Yet  a  week  later  a  new  edition  of  ten 
thousand  copies  mysteriously  emerged  and  was  sold 
clandestinely  for  the  benefit  of   "  La   Soupe,"  the 
name  given  to  the  Brussels  National  Food  Committee. 
Several  other  volumes  were  printed  and  distributed, 
among  others  those  of  Waxweiler,  the  Bryee  Report 
and  "  J'accuse."    The  difficulty  and  risk  of  maintain- 
ing a  large  printing  plant  in  secrecy  was  naturally 
very  serious,  and  other  simpler  methods,  such  as  type- 


writing and  photography,  were  also  drawn  upon. 
Thus,  for  example,  a  copy  of  Raemaekers'  cartoons 
had  been  introduced  and  circulated  from  hand  to 
hand.  The  Germans  succeeded  finally  in  locating  it, 
and  it  was  of  course  immediately  confiscated.  Photo- 
graphic copies  of  its  pages  had,  however,  been  made 
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by  one  of  the  first  readers,  and  soon  the  single  confis- 
cated copy  was  replaced  by  an  entire  photographic 
edition.  Yet  this  necessarily  cumbersome  photo- 
graphic edition  was  not  the  only  means  employed  to 
disseminate  the  famous  cartoons.  Some  of  them  were 
also  reproduced  in  one  of  the  less  known  clandestine 
papers,  very  properly  named  "  La  Cravache,"  "  The 
Whip,"  and  others  in  "  La  Libre  Belgique." 

Considering  the  great  risks  and  difficulties  under 
which  the  printing  and  distribution  of  books  must  be 
carried  on,  the  relatively  low  prices  at  which  they 
were  sold  are  amazing,  and  indicate  that  this  work 
was  a  work  of  patriotism,  and  not  conducted  in  the 
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interest  of  profit.  "  J'accuse "  was  sold  for  five 
francs,  Waxweiler's  "  La  Belgique  Neutre  et  Loyale  " 
for  three  and  a  half  francs.  "  King  Albert's  Book  "  was 
at  first  also  sold  for  five  francs,  but  the  eager  demand 
for  it  sent  up  the  price,  and  later  copies  found  pur- 
chasers for  as  high  as  twenty  francs,  though  it  should 
be  remembered  that  the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this 
book  were  all  devoted  to  charity.  Works  printed  out- 
side of  Belgium,  whose  sale  was  prohibited,  likewise 
showed  but  slight  appreciation  in  the  selling  price, 
and  well  known  pamphlets  like  those  of  Bedier  on 
"  The  German  Crimes,"  of  Weiss  on  the  "  Violation 
of  the  Neutrality  of  Belgium  and  Luxemburg,"  which 
were  sold  in  France  for  fifty  centimes,  were  dis- 
tributed by  hundreds  in  Belgium  at  seventy-five.  In 
addition  to  the  regularly  printed  books  and  prohibited 
books  from  outside  and  the  printed  clandestine  news- 
papers, there  are  also  typewritten  sheets,  mimeo- 
graphed or  manifolded,  of  which  large  editions  are 
circulated.  The  most  important  of  these  is  "  La 
Soupe,"  which  sends  out  every  week  about  fifty  type- 
written pages,  which  are  equivalent  in  content  to  more 
than  one  hundred  pages  of  an  ordinary  octavo  volume. 
Among  other  things  it  printed  the  Report  of  the  Bel- 
gian Commission  of  Inquiry,  extracts  from  the  Blue 


Book  and  the  Yellow  Book,  the  Manifesto  of  ninety- 
three  German  Professors,  with  a  dozen  replies,  the 
letter  of  Romain  Rolland  to  Hauptmann,  and  the  lat- 
ter's  reply,  poetry  by  Rostand  and  Verhaeren,  Car- 
dinal Mercier's  Pastoral  Letter,  and  speeches  of  the 
Belgian  minister,  Lloyd  George,  and  Maurice  Maeter- 
linck. 

In  addition  to  providing  such  news  and  encourage- 
ment, it  fulfilled  another,  perhaps  even  more  im- 
portant, function  by  exposing  the  falsehoods  of  the 
numerous  German  journals  and  pamphlets  of  propa- 
ganda, which  were  scattered  throughout  Belgium. 
Nothing  illustrates  better  the  amazing  faith  of  the 
Germans  in  the  efficacy  of  their  own  propaganda  than 
their  brazen  attempt  to  prove  to  the  martyred  Bel- 
gians themselves  that  Germany  had  treated  them  only 
with  kindness  and  justice.  To  this  end  they  had  dis- 
tributed in  Belgium  countless  pamphlets  in  French, 
Flemish  and  German,  justifying  their  conduct  during 
and  after  the  invasion.  The  falsehoods  here  were  so 
gioss  and  direct  contradictory  evidence  so  easily 
available  that  the  task  of  "  La  Soupe  "  and  its  "  es- 
teemed contemporaries  "  was  not  a  difficult  one,  and 
the  value  of  a  German  document  is  probably  dis- 
counted more  severely  in  Belgium  than  in  any  other 
country. 


WAR  SUPPLEMENT  TO  THE  HISTORY  TEACHER'S  MAGAZINE,  FEBRUARY,  1918.  7 


Perhaps  it  was  because  of  their  lack  of  success  with 
the  ordinary  methods  of  propaganda  which  were  so 
easily  exposed  that  the  Germans,  noticing  the  effect 
of  the  clandestine  Belgian  press,  decided  to  go  and  do 
likewise.  They  themselves  therefore  published  a  lit- 
tle sheet  resembling  in  form  the  more  famous  of  the 
Belgian  papers,  which  they  called  "  Le  Fouet."  It 
was  distributed  with  affected  secrecy,  and  treated  by 
the  Germans  who  published  it,  as  the  work  of  conspir- 
ators. It  usually  opened  with  ponderous  raillery  of 
some  German  worthy  like  von  Bethmann-Hollweg, 
while  the  rest  of  the  paper  was  devoted  to  sowing  dis- 
sension among  the  Belgians.  Their  methods  were  so 
gross  and  coarse,  however,  that  it  deceived  but  few, 
and  it  served  only  as  a  German  testimony  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  clandestine  Belgian  press. 

There  is  an  amusing  story  told  by  Lavisse  in  his 
"  Youth  of  Frederick  the  Great,"  of  how  one  day 
Frederick  William,  King  of  Prussia,  was  walking 
"  Unter  Den  Linden."  Nearby  some  men  were  play- 
ing bowls.  On  the  approach  of  Frederick  William, 
they  all  fled,  but  the  King  ran  after  them,  caught  one 
of  them,  and  holding  him  by  the  collar  asked  him 
furiously,  "  Why  did  you  run  away  when  you  saw  the 
King?  " 

"  Sire,"  replied  the  poor  man,  "  I  was  afraid." 


"  Oh!  "  returned  the  King,  "  you  were  afraid,  were 
you?  "  And  lifting  his  heavy  stick  he  beat  the  man, 
repeating  with  every  blow,  "  You  must  love  me,  you 
must  love  me." 

The  psychology  of  Frederick  William  is  paralleled 
by  that  of  the  present  German  officials.  After  having 
failed  in  the  use  of  force,  they  resorted  to  cajolery. 
We  can  give  but  two  instances  which  resulted  in  what 
may  very  properly  be  called  curiosities  of  the  war. 
As  manifest  proof  of  their  kind  intentions  toward  the 
Belgians,  they  attempted  to  establish  a  Flemish  Uni- 
versity at  Ghent,  and  they  printed  two  newspapers 
for  Belgian  prisoners,  "  Onze  Taal  "  and  "  Le  Camp 
de  Gottingen,"  the  latter  of  which  is  reproduced  on 
another  page. 

"  Onze  Taal  "  and  "  Le  Camp  de  Gottingen  "  were 
unique  newspapers  for  Belgian  prisoners.  In  the 
prison  camps  of  Germany,  newspapers  of  somewhat 
this  appearance  are,  to  be  sure,  published,  but  they 
aie  edited  by  the  prisoners  themselves.  At  the  Camp 
of  Gottingen  the  newspapers  are  published  for  the 
prisoners  by  the  Germans !  They  are  edited  by  Pro- 
fessor Karl  Stange,  of  the  University  of  Gottingen. 
Why  is  it  that  the  Germans  are  so  solicitous  about  the 
recreation  of  the  Belgian  prisoners?  For  political 
reasons  only.    They  are  so  blinded  by  the  desire  for 
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world  domination,  that  they  think  they  will  soon  teach 
the  Belgians  to  hate  each  other  by  means  of  this  and 
other  diversions. 

The  Germans  are  constantly  trying  to  set  the  Bel- 
gians at  variance  with  each  other — that  is  to  separate 
the  Flemings  from  the  Walloons.  This  is  very  evi- 
dent from  what  happened  at  Camp  Soltau  at  the  be- 
ginning of  1915.  The  authorities  of  this  camp  asked 
the  Belgians  to  register  either  as  Flemings  or  Wal- 
loons. They  refused,  saying  that  they  were  all  Bel- 
gians. The  Germans,  however,  were  not  to  be 
thwarted  in  their  designs.  They  therefore  ordered 
cards  to  be  given  to  the  prisoners  on  which,  amongst 
other  things,  each  man  was  asked  to  give  his  birth- 
place. In  this  way  the  Germans  obtained  the  desired 
information.  The  Flemings  were  then  told  that  if 
they  wished  to  go  to  the  camp  at  Gottingen,  they 
would  receive  special  favors.  Only  14  out  of  14,000 
men  accepted.  The  Germans  now  decided  to  force 
their  favors  on  the  Flemings  and  ordered  them  to  be 
sent  to  the  camp  at  Gottingen.  One  day  in  1915  a 
colonel  came  to  the  camp  and  proposed  that  they  sign 
a  request,  asking  to  be  separated  from  the  Walloons. 
He  added  that  the  Germans  had  a  special  preference 
for  the  Flemings  whom  they  considered  their  racial 
brothers.  Naturally  the  Flemings  refused.  A  few 
c!ays  later,  however,  they  did  sign  a  petition,  saying 
that  "  Every  Fleming  is  first  and  above  all  a  Belgian, 
and  nothing  but  a  Belgian."  They  also  stated  that 
they  were  willing  to  share  the  fate  of  their  country- 
men, the  Walloons,  and  wished  to  refuse  absolutely  all 
favors  of  the  Germans. 

These  prisoners  understood  better  than  German 
professors  themselves  that  people  can  be  united  only 
through  "  common  past,  common  sufferings,  common 
will,  a  common  ideal  of  liberty,"  and  not  "  by  race 
alone." 

A  similarly  transparent  purpose  underlay  the  at- 
tempt of  the  Germans  to  establish  Ghent  as  a  Flemish 
University,  which  resulted  in  the  deportation  and  in- 
ternment in  Germany  of  the  famous  Belgian  profess- 
ors, Pirenne  and  Fredericq.  All  of  the  details  of  this 
episode  cannot  be  given  in  their  final  form  until  after 
the  war,  though  the  main  facts  are  available  in  the 
very  careful  and  scientific  investigation,  "  The  Impris- 
onment of  the  Ghent  Professors,"  by  K.  Nyrop,  one 
of  the  greatest  living  authorities  on  Romance  philology 
and  a  professor  at  the  University  of  Copenhagen. 
Were  it  not  for  the  distressing  consequences  to  Pro- 
fessors Pirenne  and  Fredericq,  it  might  be  regarded  as 
a  grim  jest.  Both  of  these  gentlemen  are  scholars  of 
the  very  highest  standing,  whose  works  are  known  to 
most  teachers  of  history  in  America.  Indeed,  to  both 
of  them  lectureships  were  offered  by  well  known 
American  universities. 

Henri  Pirenne  was  regarded  as  the  most  famous 
Belgian  historian,  and  as  one  of  the  greatest  Euro- 
pean historians  by  the  Germans  themselves.  Nothing 
could  illustrate  this  any  more  clearly  than  the  fact 
that  his  picture  was  published  in  the  1913  number  of 
"  Minerva,"  the  famous  "  Who's  Who  "  of  the  aca- 


demic world.  In  the  edition  in  which  the  place  of 
honor  was  given  to  his  portrait,  we  find  the  following 
note  signed  by  the  editors: 

"  Professor  Henri  Pirenne,  of  Ghent,  the  famous 
historian  of  his  country,  has  with  great  friendliness 
given  us  permission  to  adorn  this  periodical  with  his 
picture.  We  again  tender  him  our  most  heartfelt 
thanks  for  this  privilege." 

His  most  celebrated  work,  "  The  History  of  Bel- 
gium," had  been  published  in  German  before  it  ap- 
peared in  French,  and  a  short  time  before  the  war 
Professor  Karl  Lamprecht,  of  Leipsic,  sent  for  a 
young  Belgian  doctor,  a  pupil  of  Pirenne,  to  teach  his- 
tory in  the  Seminar  fur  Weltgeschichte  according  to 
the  Belgian  method — that  is,  the  method  of  M. 
Pirenne. 

Before  the  war  the  very  important  Flemish  party  in 
Belgium  had  desired  to  make  the  University  of  Ghent 
entirely  Flemish.  Fredericq  has  been  the  leader  of 
the  Flemish  party.  In  the  existing  difference  in  par- 
ties, General  von  Bissing  thought  he  saw  his  oppor- 
tunity to  win  over  the  flamingants  by  granting  them 
what  they  so  eagerly  desired.  But  it  was  again  a  case 
of  Timeo  Danaos  et  dona  ferentes,  even  to  the  bitter- 
est of  the  Flemish  party.  Before  the  war  a  petition 
to  make  the  University  of  Ghent  Flemish  had  been 
signed  by  more  than  one  hundred  thousand  voters  In 
Belgium.  Of  these,  and  among  the  four  and  a  half 
million  Belgians  still  in  Belgium,  only  one  hundred 
and  fifty  could  be  found  to  sign  a  manifesto  in  favor  of 
Bissing's  "  reform." 

Even  by  offering  professorships  to  a  few  individual 
Belgians,  and  to  Belgians  of  German  ancestry  and 
training,  he  was  unable  to  assemble  a  faculty  and  had 
to  send  a  request  to  Holland.  Those  who  accepted 
posts,  whether  Belgians  or  Dutch,  were  looked  upon 
with  contempt,  and  the  Belgians  were  spat  upon  in 
the  street.  By  his  methods  of  recruiting,  von  Bissing 
succeeded  in  assembling  a  faculty  of  about  fifteen  and 
in  opening  the  University.  The  inauguration  was 
held  on  October  24,  and  the  feature  of  the  day  was  the 
address  by  the  Governor-General  himself,  in  which  he 
emphasized  the  magnanimity  of  the  Germans  and  the 
"  co-operation  and  mutual  confidence  and  complete 
understanding  "  of  Germans  and  Flemings. 

Nothing  illustrates  the  grim  irony  of  his  procedure 
any  better  than  the  following  passage  from  Professor 
Nyrop : 

"  On  the  same  day  as  the  Governor-General  in- 
augurated his  magnanimous  gift  to  the  Flemish  popu- 
lation and  spoke  high-flown  words  about  mutual  con- 
fidence and  understanding  between  the  Germans  and 
the  Flemings,  he  caused  five  thousand  of  the  working 
population  of  Ghent  to  be  deported  to  Germany. 
Five  thousand  honest  Flemings  were  taken  away 
against  their  will  from  house  and  home;  they  were 
taken  under  military  escort  to  the  railway  station, 
from  whence  they  were  transmitted  further. 

"  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  a  better  illustration  of 
the  real  conditions.  Not  even  Germany's  worst  ene- 
mies could  have  devised  a  more  effective  background 
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for  the  inauguration  of  the  Flemish  University  than 
the  mass  deportation  of  Flemings  carried  out  by  the 
Governor-General  himself. 

"  Baron  von  Bissing  was  right  in  reminding  his 
hearers  of  the  two  heroic  sisters,  thought  and  the 
sword,  ruling  the  world.  But  it  was  hardly  wise  of 
him  on  October  24  to  so  vigorously  accentuate  the  fact 
that  it  was  the  sword  which  had  the  supreme  com- 
mand, and  that  he  had  put  thought  out  of  action." 

Whether  or  not  the  rectorship  of  this  university  of 
Ghent  had  been  offered  to  Pirenne  or  Fredericq  by 
von  Bissing,  we  are  not  able  to  affirm.    Rumor  has  it 


r.s  gchctv.  Gcruchtc  urn,  wodurch 
\jt  haiiptet  wild,  dass  die jungen  Belgjer 
/.!    ihVcn    Fahnen   einberufen  werden 

Pa  tier  wild  alien  'jungen  Leuten, 
weiclie  sich  untcr  dcr  Uebeiwachung 
dcr  deutsehen  AIelde;'i inter  befinden,  in 
Ertnnerung  gebradu,  dass 

i.,  nur  das  deutsche  Generalgouverne- 
rnent  das  Reeht  hat,  Gesetze  zu 
erl  tssen,  ^ 

2.,  alle  von  dcr  ehemaligen  belgischen 
Ivegierung  gctroffenen  Massnah- 
raen  daher  null  und  niohtig  sind, 

3.,  kesn  BeJgier  durch  seine  chemalige 
Regierung  weder  als  fahneniluchtig 
angesehen,  noch  bestraft  werden 
kann, 

4.,  dagegen  die  jungen  Leute,  welche 
die  Gt;enze  y.u  iibcrschreiton  versu- 
chcn.die  rechtsgiiltigen  Verordnun- 
'.geh  ties  General  -  Gouvernements 
vei.u-t.7en.  Sie  wurden  nebst  ibren 
Familien  st'rengstens  bestraft  \ver- 

Oeiitscries  Rleidsamt  -Veivisrs. 


Official  German  Posteb,  Printed  in  German  and  Feeni 

Parents  Whose  Sons  Disc: 


prisoners.  "  It  was,"  says  Nyrop,  "  only  after  a  long 
time  had  elapsed  that  they  were  treated  with  the  con- 
sideration which  was  due  to  their  fame,  their  social 
standing,  and  their  age."  In  the  illustrations  Pro- 
fessor Pirenne  appears  first  in  the  place  of  honor  in 
"  Minerva,"  then  among  a  group  of  prisoners  in  a 
German  camp. 

The  effect  of  these  attempts  to  create  dissension  has 
been  exactly  the  opposite  of  what  the  Germans  ex- 
pected. Never  have  the  Begians  been  as  closely 
united  as  they  are  to-day.  If,  then,  we  discuss  at  the 
close  of  this  article  the  story  of  "  La  Libre  Belgique  " 


En  raison  des  bruits '  qui  circuierit 
cpneernant  l'a.ppb]  sous;  les  drapeaux 
de  certains  sujets  beiges;  il  est  rappele 
a  ;tous  les  jeu ties  gens  qui  se,  trouvent 
sous  le  c.ontrdle  de  l'autbrite  milkaire 

1.,  le  Goi;ver nement-General  Allemand 
a  soul  le  droit  dc  promulgucr  des  . 
lois. 

2.,  toutes  les  .dispositions  prises  par 
L'ancie'n  gouveriierft-e'nt  beige  sent 
—  de  ce  lair  — •  considerees  com  me 
nulles  et . non  avenues, 

3.,  pas  un  l?elge  tie  pourra  ctre  consi- 
derd.ou  puni  cb.nlme  desertcur  par 
son  ancien  gouveniement, 

4.,  par  contre  ,  les  jeunes  gens  qui 
cssaycraicnt  de  fraud) ir  la  fron- 
tiere  ehfreindraient  les  ordres  d'u 
Gouyeniemcnt-Geheral  et  scraient 
punis  ainsi  que  leur  famille  avec 
toute  la  sevei  ite ,  des  lois  en  vi- 
gueur. 

Bureau  lis  Coairto  aflemand. 


:,  Announcing  the  Criminal  Responsibility  of  Belgian 
.rge  Their  Patriotic  Duty. 


that  it  was.  It  is  certain  in  any  case  that  both  of 
them,  with  the  overwhelming  majority  of  their  col- 
leagues, refused  to  support  the  German  plan  for  ex- 
ploiting party  differences  in  their  country.  Both  of 
them  were  men  of  the  highest  personal  character,  and 
we  have  already  seen  how  Germany  itself  had  honored 
Pirenne.  But  the  war  has  changed  all  that.  They 
now  call  M.  Pirenne  "  a  romancer  "  in  the  pay  of 
Belgian  politicians.  These  two  European  celebrities 
were  first  interned  in  an  officers'  camp  in  Germany. 
Later  they  were  transferred  to  the  prison  camps  at 
Holzminden  and  Gutersloh,  where  they  were  lodged 
in  barracks  and  had  numbers  and  badges  like  ordinary 


at  length,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  a  large  portion 
of  the  Belgian  clandestine  press  is  printed  in  Flemish. 
Among  the  more  important  of  the  Flemish  leaflets  are 
"  The  Flemish  Lion  "  ("  De  Vlaamsche  Leeuw  ")  and 
"The  Free  Voice"  ("  De  Vrije  Stem"),  which  are 
reported  as  still  appearing,  as  one  of  them  puts  it, 
with  regular  irregularity.  Their  difficulties  of  publi- 
cation are  in  many  ways  similar  to  those  to  be  detailed 
in  the  more  extended  account  of  "  La  Libre  Belgique." 

The  frequency  and  the  spirit  of  such  publications 
were  sufficient  indication  to  the  Germans  that  the  Bel- 
gians refused  to  admit  that  they  were  a  conquered 
people.    They  admitted  only  that  their  country  had 
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been  unjustly  invaded  and  that  the  invader  in  due 
time  would  be  turned  back  whence  he  came,  having  ac- 
quired nothing  but  an  increased  reputation  for  injus- 
tice and  a  lasting  legacy  of  hatred  and  scorn. 

The  Germans,  as  was  to  have  been  expected,  re- 
doubled their  brutalities  as  time  passed,  and  they  be- 
came more  settled  in  their  occupation.  They  in- 
creased their  efforts  to  establish  an  iron-bound  cen- 
sorship. On  the  Dutch  frontier  they  built  an  electrified 
wire  barrier,  which  it  meant  death  to  touch;  then 
two  such  barriers  protected  by  a  zone  which  it  was 
death  to  enter,  and  defended  by  sentries  and  patrols 
of  horse  and  foot,  day  and  night.  All  movements  in 
the  interior  were  hampered  by  the  very  complicated 
system  of  passports.  In  addition  they  attempted  to 
cut  off  absolutely  the  correspondence  still  continuing 
between  parents  in  Belgium  and  their  sons  at  the 
front.  By  thus  making  the  lot  of  the  isolated  parents 
more  difficult,  they  tried  to  prevent  the  continual 
exodus  of  young  Belgians,  who,  at  great  risk,  still 
succeeded  in  filtering  through  the  lines  to  the  Belgian 
army.  Persons  caught  assisting  in  forwarding  letters 
were  sometimes  shot,  or  condemned  to  long  terms  of 
imprisonment.  How  dangerous  it  was  to  attempt  to 
communicate  with  one's  friends  or  relatives  we  may 
see  from  the  following: 

Whenever  a  messenger  was  captured  his  letters 
were  taken  from  him  and  delivered  by  German  spies 
to  the  addressee.  The  spy  would  then  offer  to  carry 
back  the  answer.  If  the  receiver  of  the  letter  ac- 
quiesced and  wrote  a  reply,  he  was  immediately  ar- 
rested for  communicating  with  the  enemy. 

The  general  inhumanity  of  the  German  procedure 
will  be  evident  also  from  the  following: 

Dr.  Canon  at  Chievres  had  a  funeral  service  said 
for  his  son,  a  priest,  who  had  been  killed  at  Lizerne 
while  ministering  to  the  wounded.  At  the  moment 
of  his  deep  grief  Dr.  Canon  was  summoned  to  the 
Kommandantur.    The  Prussian  officer  declared: 

"  You  had  a  service  said  for  your  son,  a  soldier  in 
the  Allied  army.  How  did  you  know  he  was  dead? 
You  must  be  in  communication  with  the  enemy !  If 
on  Thursday  (it  was  then  Monday)  you  have  not  told 
us  your  means  of  information  you  will  be  condemned 
to  ten  thousand  marks  fine."  Dr.  Canon  paid  the 
fine. 

Also  in  order  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  young 
Belgians,  who  wish  to  join  their  army,  the  Germans  in 
this  case,  as  in  so  many  others,  invoke  the  doctrine 
of  family  responsibility,  forbidden  by  the  Hague  Con- 
vention and  all  considerations  of  law.  One  of  their 
posters  is  reproduced  in  this  number,  and  it  will  be 
noticed  that  article  4  states :  "  The  families  will  be 
punished  with  extreme  severity  in  the  attempt  of  any 
of  the  young  people  to  cross  the  frontier  with  a  view 
to  fulfilling  their  military  obligations  in  the  Belgian 
army."  Nor  were  the  Germans  content  with  threats, 
they  carried  out  this  brutal  measure  with  all  the  inhu- 
manity that  might  be  imagined,  and  among  the  better 
known  victims  was  Mr.  Maurice  Vauthier,  who  was 
professor  of  Roman  Law  at  Brussels  and  Communal 
Secretary. 


The  deportations  which  began  shortly  after  were 
further  calculated  to  break  the  spirit  of  the  popula- 
tion. How  far  they  were  from  succeeding  is  shown 
by  the  post  card  here  reproduced  which  was  sent  by 
one  of  the  deported  citizens  from  Rastenberg.  Trans- 
lated it  reads  as  follows: 

"  Rastenberg,  Dec.  28th,  1916. 

"  Dear  : 

"  I  am  sure  that  you  have  been  told  of  my  fate.  I 
will  tell  you  that  it  is  now  37  days  since  I  left  my 
parents  and  that  I  am  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 
You  must  understand  the  rest,  you  will  already  have 
heard  news  of  me.  I  was  21  days  in  the  camp  at 
Cassel;  they  on  the  13th,  they  sent  us  to  Rastenberg 
to  force  us  to  work  threatening  us  with  arms,  with 
prison  and  with  starvation;  we  remained  four  days 
without  eating,  it  is  by  our  mouths  that  they  forced  us 
most  (sic).  But  they  never  got  a  signature.  Hop- 
ing that  the  war  will  soon  be  finished,  dear  .  .  .  and 
.  .  .  ,  I  send  you  my  best  wishes  and  New  Year  greet- 
ings and  wish  you  perfect  health.  I  wish  above  all, 
dear  .  .  .  that  you  may  never  have  to  suffer  my  present 
fate.    May  God  keep  you  from  it." 

To  the  threat  of  deportation  the  Belgians  replied 
with  many  colored  placards  and  handbills,  which  were 
passed  from  hand  to  hand  by  the  people.  A  charac- 
teristic one  of  these  is  the  one  beginning  "  Tenez 
Bon !  "  which  we  reproduce. 

Measures  like  these  may  well  have  been  expected 
to  take  all  the  heart  and  spirit  out  of  the  population. 
Such,  however,  was  not  the  case.  The  Belgians  have 
always  been  recognized  as  lovers  of  "  life,  liberty,  and 
the  pursuit  of  happiness."  As  the  circulation  of  un- 
censored  newspapers  became  more  and  more  difficult, 
the  Belgians,  though  they  never  ceased  to  circulate 
them,  had  recourse  to  yet  other  means  of  communica- 
tion. Broad  humor  is  indigenous  in  Flanders.  One 
of  the  methods  employed  by  the  people  to  maintain 
their  morale  and  cheer  each  other  up  was  the  circu- 
lation, "  under  the  mantle,"  as  they  say,  of  typewrit- 
ten jokes  and  quips  on  their  aggressors.  Some  of 
these  deserve  quotation.  Here  is  a  fair  sample,  trans- 
lated from  a  typewritten  sheet.  (It  should  be  remem- 
bered that  the  manifesto  of  the  ninety-three  German 
professors,  with  its  answers,  had  been  widely  circu- 
lated in  Belgium.) 

An  old  peasant  came  to  town  every  day  with  his  cart 
hitched  to  an  ass.  The  old  Landsturm  (80  per  cent, 
coarse)*  who  was  on  duty  at  the  entrance  to  the 
town  examines  his  papers  and  asks  for  the  name  of 
the  ass. 

"  My  ass  ?    He  hasn't  any  name !  " 

"  He  will  have  to  have  one.  In  our  country  all 
asses  have  names.  I  could  easily  cite  you  ninety- 
three  of  them." 

Some  days  later. 

"  Well,"  said  the  Landsturm,  "  did  you  pick  out  a 
name  ?  " 

"  I — I  can't  seem  to  find  one  that  fits." 
"  Call  him  Albert,  then." 

*  Common  phrase  used  by  coal  dealers  in  Belgium. 
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"  Ah,  pardon !  "  answered  the  peasant,  "  that  would 
be  insulting  to  my  King." 

"  Oh,  la,  la,  what  scruples.  Well,  call  him 
William." 

"  Ah,  pardon !  "  said  the  peasant,  "  that  would  be 
insulting  to  my  ass." 

Here  is  another. 

A  group  of  Land- 
sturmers  sat  down  at  the 
table  in  an  inn.  A  sol- 
dier seeing  a  scale  wishes 
to  weigh  himself.  "  Use- 
less," says  the  innkeeper, 
"  you  weigh  92  kilos." 
This  was  verified  and 
found  to  be  his  weight. 
To  the  second  soldier  who 
wished  to  know  if  he  had 
profited  by  his  stay  in 
Belgium,  the  owner  also 
told  his  weight  in  ad- 
vance ("98  kilos"). 
General  astonishment !  It 
was  absolutely  exact.  In 
short,  all  the  soldiers  had 
their  weight  told  them 
before  getting  on  the 
scale,  105  kilos,  89  kilos, 
96  kilos,  110  kilos. 

"  But,"  they  said, 
"  how  can  you  guess  our 
weight  so  exactly  ?  " 

"  It's  a  matter  of 
habit,"  answered  the  Bel- 
gian. "  I  am  a  seller  of 
hogs."  (Je  suis  mar- 
chand  de  cochons.} 

Indeed,  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  facts 
about  this  clandestine 
press  in  the  martyred 
country  is  its  irrepressi- 
ble humor,  at  times  broad 
and  guffawing,  at  others 
grim  and  defiant,  but 
never  sullen  or  impotent. 
How  true  this  is  will  be 
plain  from  some  of  the 
occasional  merry  extracts 
from  this  press  which  are 
to  follow,  and  which  are 
merely  characteristic. 

To  better  appreciate 
such  spirit  it  will  be  well 
to  consider  for  a  moment 
some  of  the  difficulties  and 

risks  which  are  involved  in  the  publication  of  the 
most  famous  of  these  prohibited  journals,  "  La  Libre 
Belgique."  M.  Massart  is  authority  for  the  statement 
that  editions  of  as  many  as  ten  thousand  copies  have 
been  printed  and  distributed  under  the  noses  of  the 


German  spies  and  troops,  and  over  one  hundred  differ- 
ent numbers  had  appeared  by  1917,  and,  so  far  as  in- 
formation is  now  available,  it  still  continues  its 
chipper  and  hazardous  career.  Seventy-five  thousand 
francs  have  been  offered  by  the  German  Kommandan- 
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POSTCARD  FBOM  ONE  OF  THE  DePOETED  BELGIANS  TO  HEB  PARENTS. 


tur  to  any  one  who  would  give  information.  Yet  none 
has  been  given.  There  is  no  subscription  price,  and 
no  regular  subscription  list.  It  is  a  crime  to  dis- 
tribute or  deliver  it,  as  well  as  to  print  or  to  have  it 
in  your  possession,  and  yet  it  is  printed,  distributed, 
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read,  and  passed  from  hand  to  hand.  In  the  early 
period  it  was  dropped  into  your  letter  box  in  a  plain 
envelope.  Now  it  is  usually,  we  believe,  mysteriously 
left  in  the  house  on  the  table.  It  will  be  readily  seen 
that  such  a  patriotic  enterprise  could  only  be  based 
on  absolute  confidence  among  all  those  concerned. 
Large  bundles  were  distributed  to  friends,  who  divided 
and  repacked  smaller  bundles  until  the  individual 
copies  were  finally  turned  over  d  qui  de  droit.  It  was 
a  matter  of  pride  to  have  the  first  copy  of  each  issue 
left  on  the  desk  of  Governor-General  von  Bissing.  We 
may  easily  imagine  his  sentiments  on  reading  No.  49, 
for  instance,  of  October,  1915,  which  contained  a  let- 
ter to  his  Excellence  von  Bissing,  German  Governor, 
from  which  we  quote  the  following: 
"  Excellence: 

"  You  overwhelm  us  with  attentions.  Your  secret 
and  public  agents  multiply  their  searches  for  '  La 
Libre  Belgique.'  You  have  even  mobilized,  they  tell 
us,  a  special  brigade  of  detectives  to  come  from  Ber- 
lin to  discover  the  editors,  publishers,  distributors,  etc. 
You  are  losing  your  time  and  spending  your  money 
uselessly.  It  is  true  that  you  have  more  than  once 
laid  hands  on  a  bundle  of  copies  of  the  paper,  which 
is  your  nightmare,  and  you  have  inflicted  severe  fines 
upon  those  who  have  had  it  in  their  possession.  But 
'  La  Libre  Belgique  '  still  continues  to  appear  as  •  .  . 
irregularly  as  in  the  past,  and  its  editions  have  not 
ceased  to  increase  .  .  .  regularly,  after  each  one  of 
your  expeditions.  .  .  . 

"  Do  not  believe,  dear  Baron,  that  we  are  naive 
enough  to  believe  that  on  our  advice  you  are  going  to 


I  TEN EZ    BOM  ! 
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abandon  the  hope  of  having  some  Sherlock  Holmes  of 
contraband  discover  us.  We  know  that  nothing  stops  a 
German  when  he  has  once  started  on  the  wrong  road, 
the  sentiment  of  ridicule  no  more  than  any  other  scru- 
ple, nor  the  certitude  of  final  defeat.  That  is  why  we 
present,  Excellence,  on  the  occasion  of  your  past, 
present,  and  future  disappointments  this  expression 
of  our  very  sincere  and  most  disrespectful  con- 
dolences. 

"  Signed 

"  La  Libre  Belgique." 

To  lay  such  a  copy  on  his  desk  demanded  an  act  of 
heroism  such  as  is  called  for  from  him  who  crosses 
the  German  lines,  and  yet  the  courageous  patriot  knew 
that  he  would  meet  an  ignominious  fate  if  caught. 
Nothing  speaks  louder  for  the  morale  of  the  occupied 
country.  The  trail  of  humor  which  we  have  already 
noted,  and  of  grim  practical  joking  runs  through  its 
history.  Some  of  its  difficulties  as  well  as  its  love  of 
fun  will  be  evident  from  the  following  address  to  its 
readers  entitled,  "  A  Little  Indulgence  Please." 

"  Some  readers  have  complained  of  the  disagree- 
able odor  of  certain^  of  our  issues ;  let  them  kindly  ex- 
cuse us,  but  they  must  understand  that  in  war  times 
one  cannot  always  choose  his  traveling  companions,  so 
'  La  Libre  Belgique  '  found  itself  forced  to  travel  with 
pickled  herring,  Herve  cheese,  and  carbide  of  cal- 
cium. We  ask  our  readers  to  have  for  '  La  Libre 
Belgique  '  the  same  indulgence  which  they  find  them- 
selves forced  to  show  at  times  for  certain  of  their 
neighbors  in  the  tramway,  but  the  spring  is  coming, 

HOLD  ON! 

Citizens  of  Brussels,  Hold  on ! 

Neutral  Governments  arc  protesting! 
The  Pope  is  intervening  in  our  favour! 
Dutch  papers  only  reach  us  at  very  rare  inter- 
vals ! 

The  American  Trade  Unions  are  rising  against 
the  slavery  that  the  Germans  would  impose 
upon  us ! 

Citizens  of  Brussels,  Hold  on ! 

It  depends  on  your  tenacity  to  save  Belgium 
from  slavery  and  dishonour  ! 

If  they  want  lo  take  us  let  them  fetch  us  from 
our  homes,  from  our  garrets,  from  our  dwellings! 

Neither  master  nor  workman,  priest  nor  em- 
ployed, workers  nor  unemployed,  let  none  answer 
their  call  ! 

Let  them  arrest  us  all ! 

Rather  all  than  a  few! 

We  are  all  of  one  mind ! 

UNION  IS  STRENGTH ! 


Defiant  Belgian  Postee  Urging  Citizens  to  Refuse  to  Present  Themselves  foe  Deportation. 
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NUM£RO  83  DEUX1EME  ANNEE  JUILLET  1916 

PRIX  DU  NUMERO  —  Elastlque.de  zero  a  I'inflni  (priere  aux  revendeurs  de  ne  pas  depasser  cette  limite) 

LA  LIBRE  BELGIQUE 


J  ji  foi  dans  nos  destineei:  un  Pays  qui  se  defend  s'lmpose  au 
respect  de  (ous  ce  pays  ne  peril  pas!  Dieu  sera  avec  nous 
dans  cette  cause  juste. 

ALBERT.  Roi  du  Belges  (4  a  oil  I  1914). 

Aceeptons  provisoiremeat  les  sacrifices  qui  nous  sont  imposes, 
el  a'ltendons  pattemment  Iheure  de  la  reparation.     A  MAX. 


FONDEE 
LE  1"  FEVRIER  f915 


Envers  les  pe.sonnes.  qui  dominent  par  la  force  mltltalre  notrt 
pays,  ayons  les  Igards  que  commarjde  I'inteVSl  general.  Ret' 
pectons  les  teglements  qu'elles  nous  iiwposent  aussi  longtempt 
qu'ils  ne  portent  atteinie  ni  a  la  liberie  de  nos  conscience 
chretiennes  ni  a  noire  Dignitc  Patriotique. 

Mo*  MERGER 


BULLETIN  DE  PROPAGANDE  ■  PATRIOTIQUE  -  REGULIEREMENT  IRREGUL1ER 

NE  SE  SOUMETTANT  A  AUCUNE  CENSURE 

ADRESSE  TELEGRAPHIQUE 
KOMMANDANTUR  --  BRUXELLES 

BUREAUX  ET  ADMINISTRATION 
ne  pouvant  etre  un  emplacement 
de  tout  repos,  ils  sont  installed 
dans  une  cave  automobile 

ANNONCES  :  Les  affaires  eta.it  nulles 
sous  la  domination  allemande,  nous  avois 
supprime  la  page  d'annonces  et  con- 
seillons  a  nos  clients  de  reserver  leur 
argent  ppur  dcs  temps  meilleurs. 

VERS  LA  GLOIRE  (d  apres  J.-F.  Portaels). 


"TO  VlCTOBY."— NUMBEB  ISSUED  ON  JULY  21,  1916,  ON  THE  BELGIAN  NATIONAL  HOLIDAY. 
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and  we  shall  attempt  the  impossible,  to  give  to  '  La 
Libre  Belgique '  the  perfume  of  roses  and  violets. 

"The  present  number  is  late;  this  is  the  reason: 
we  had  to  reprint  the  edition.  '  La  Libre  Belgique  ' 
encountered  the  enemy.  She  threw  herself  into  the 
water  to  save  herself  by  swimming  and  was  drowned. 
(Requiescat  in  pace!)" 

Here  is  another  notice,  "  To  Our  Readers." 

"  If  they  receive  the  visit  of  an  honorable  ecclesias- 
tic, who  will  attempt  to  speak  to  them  about '  La  Libre 
Belgique,'  of  the  good  that  this  journal  accomplishes, 
etc.,  they  are  requested  to  take  this  frocked  Boche 
politely  by  the  arm  and  put  him  out  without  more  ado. 

"  Nevertheless  we  grant  full  freedom  of  action  to 
all  those  who  would  like  to  embellish  this  ejection  with 
a  master  kick  upon  that  portion  of  the  anatomy  vul- 
garly called  '  the  Prussian.'  This  would  be  merited  if 
not  meritorious." 

The  Germans  offered  larger  sums  for  information, 
and  turned  upside  down  every  suspected  house,  barn 
or  garage.  Every  now  and  then  the  Kommandantur 
at  Brussels  received  an  anonymous  letter,  giving  very 
precise  directions  for  finding  the  house  and  the  room 
in  which  the  journal  was  published.    A  squad  of  Ger- 


War  Reprints 

The  monthly  War  Supplements  to  The  History 
Teacher's  Magazine  are  being  reprinted  in 
inexpensive  form  immediately  after  their  appear- 
ance in  the  Magazine. 

ALREADY  ISSUED 
No.  i.  The  Study  of  the  Great  War 

By  Prof.  S.  B.  Harding  (40  large  pages,  equivalent 
to  100  ordinary  book  pages).    Price,  20c.  each. 
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gium Secret  Press. 
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READY  IN  APRIL: 

No.  4.  War  Geography,  with  Many 
Maps. 

Liberal  discounts  when  ordered  in  quantities. 
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man  secret  agents  would  be  summoned,  directions 
would  be  given,  and  they  would  converge  upon  the 
house  indicated,  rush  the  street  door,  run  down  the 
hall,  climb  the  stair,  count  the  entrances  to  the  right 
and  force  the  door — to  a  water-closet. 

Rash  in  its  seemingly  impudent  imprudence,  slip- 
ping out  of  every  carefully  laid  German  snare  with 
baffling  boyish  ingenuity,  and  withdrawing  like  a 
defiant  gamin,  with  thumb  at  nose  and  twiddling  fin- 
gers, it  is  no  wonder  that  this  imp  of  the  perverse  be- 
gan to  rasp  the  nerves  of  von  Bissing,  for  the  worst 
of  it  was  that  he  could  not  fail  to  recognize  that  this 
was  not  the  desperate  game  of  a  single  foolhardy  ad- 
venturer. It  could  succeed  only  through  the  co-opera- 
tion of  at  least  hundreds  of  patriots,  who  edited, 
printed,  received,  distributed,  and  read  it.  It  boldly 
served  almost  weekly  notices  of  stupidity  and  impo- 
tence on  the  German  Kommandantur.  It  was  one  of 
the  most  stinging  rebukes  to  that  Machtpolitik,  of 
which  von  Bissing  was  the  exponent.  Behind  it  lay 
the  challenge  of  the  medieval  butchers  and  cloth- 
makers  of  Ghent  and  Bruges,  defiant,  if  at  bay,  the 
still  joyous  life  and  liberty-loving  spirit  of  the  land 
of  the  Kermess  and  Mannekenpis. 


THE  STUDY  OF 
THE  GREAT  WAR 

By  Professor  Samuel  B.  Harding 

This  remarkably  full  syllabus  of  the 
Great  War,  accompanied  with  copious 
extracts  from  public  documents  and 
references  to  more  detailed  reading,  has 
been  published  as  a  War  Reprint  of 
forty  large  pages  (equivalent  to  over 
one  hundred  pages  of  an  ordinary  book.) 

One  large  Ohio  city  department  of  education  has 
ordered  1990  copies,  for  distribution  to  all  teachers 
and  to  higher  students. 

Admirably  adapted  for  study  pur- 
poses in  high  schools,  colleges,  women's 
clubs  and  similar  organizations. 

Price,  20  cents  each,  with  liberal  discounts  f°r 
orders  in  quantity. 


McKinley  Publishing  Company 
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Outline  Maps  of  the  Great  War 

THERE  have  recently  been  added  to  the  McKinley  Series  of 
Outline  Maps,  six  special  maps  for  use  in  the  study  of  the 
Great  War: 

91  a  and  b.    The  Western  Front 

92  a  and  b.    The  Eastern  Front 

93  a  and  b.    The  Balkan  States 

94  a  and  b.    The  North  Sea,  British  Isles  and  English  Channel 

95  a  and  b.    Turkey,  Egypt  and  Mesopotamia 

96  a  and  b.    Austro-Italian  Frontier 

These  are  issued  in  two  desk  sizes  as  follows:  Large  Size,  (b),  7£ 
by  10  inches,  at  60  cents  a  hundred;  and  double  size,  (a),  10  by  15 
inches,  at  $1.00  a  hundred. 

The  new  maps  make  it  possible  to  trace  the  progress  of  the 
War  in  all  its  principal  campaigns. 

In  addition  to  the  Outline  Maps  of  the  Great  War,  the  McKinley 
Series  contains  wall  and  desk  outline  maps  of  all  the  parts  of  the  world 
and  of  most  of  the  European  countries,    for  free  Samples,  write  to 

McKINLEY  PUBLISHING  CO.,  1619  Ranstead  Street,  PHILADELPHIA 


The  Committee  on  Public  Information 

Established  by  Order  of  the  President,  April  14,  1917 

Distributes  free,  except  in  the  case  of  No.  2,  No.  3,  and  No.  7  of  the  Red,  White  and  Blue  Series 
the  Subscriber  should  forward  money  order  or  coin  to  cover  the  cost  of  printing. 

I.     Red,  White  and  Blue  Series:  No.  3.    The    Government  of  Germany,  by  Prof. 

xt    1     tt     «.  tit    /i           «           /T,    ,.  ,    „  Charles  D.  Hazen. 

No.  1.    How  the  War  Came  to  America  (English,  Ger-  XT     .     m,     „     ,  „,       „       0     ,  ,      ,    ~    ,.  . 

man,Polish,Bohemian,Italian,Spanish  and  Swedish).  No-  4;  ^he  Great  War;  from  Spectator  to  Partici- 

No.  2.    National  Service   Handbook  (primarily  for  w Pa°*'  b/*ro f'. A0"  £Mc Laugh. in 

libraries,  schools,  Y.  M.  C.  A.'s,  clubs,  fraternal  No-  5.    A  War  of  Self  Defense,  by  Secretary  Lansmg 

organizations,  etc.,  as  a  guide  and  reference  work  XT  an?  Assistant  Secretary  of  Labor  Louis  F.  Post. 

on  all  forms  of  war  activity,  civil,  charitable,  and  No- 6-    American  Loyalty  by  Citizens  of  German 

military) .    Price,  15  cents.  Descent. 

No.  3.    The  Battle  Line  of  Democracy.    Prose  and  No.  7.    Amerikanische  Biirgertreue.    A  translation 

Poetry  of  the  Great  War.    Sold  at  cost.    Price,  of  No.  6. 

15  cents.  No.  8.    American  Interest  in  Popular  Government 

No.  4.    The  President's  Flag  Day  Speech  with  Evi-  Abroad,  by  Prof.  E.  B.  Greene. 

dence  of  Germany's  Plans.  No  - 9     Home  Reading  Course  for  Citizen- Soldiers. 

No.  5.    Conquest  and  Kultur     Aims  of  the  Germans  No.  10.  First  Session  of  the  War  Congress,  by  Charles 

m  Their  Own  Words,  by  Wallace  Notestein  and  Merz 

E.  E.  Stoll.  '      .           ...  ,  ,. 

No.  6.    German  War  Practices,  by  D.  C.  Munro,  0ther  issues  wlU  aPPear  shortly- 
G.  C.  Sellery,  and  A.  C.  Krey. 

Other  issues  in  preparation.  rkflR/»ia1  Cnlla^in 

No.  7.    War  Cyclopedia,  321pp.    Price,  25  cents.  A1A«     UmCiai  OUlietin  . 

TT       XtTar-  TnWmfltiftn  q0„:0C!  .  Accurate  daily  statement  of  what  all  agencies  of  gov- 

11.      Weir  llllUrilldllUU  OeriCS*  .  ernment  are  doing  in  war  times.    Sent  free  to 

No.  1.    The  War  Message  and  Facts  Behind  It.  newspapers  and  postmasters  (to  be  put  on  bulletin 

No.  2.    The  Nation  in  Arms,  by  Secretaries  Lane  boards).    Subscription  price  $5  per  year, 
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Materials  for  the  Study  of 
The  Great  War 

In  co-operation  with  the  National  Board  for  Historical  Service  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  the  publishers  of  The  History  Teacher's  Magazine  are  enabled  to 
announce  a  noteworthy  monthly  feature.  A  series  of  articles  is  now  appearing 
in  the  Magazine  designed  to  furnish  material  for  the  use  of  schools,  colleges, 
reading  clubs,  current  events  classes,  and  lecturers. 

THE  WAR  SUPPLEMENTS 

appear  as  part  of  the  regular  issues  of  the  Magazine.  In  January,  1918,  was  issued  Harding's  Topical 
Outline  of  the  War;  in  this,  the  February  issue,  appears  a  number  of  extracts,  translations,  and  photographic 
reproductions  from  a  remarkable  series  of  Belgian  Documents;  in  March,  the  Supplement  will  provide  the 
most  complete  annotated  Bibliography  of  the  War,  which  has  yet  appeared  in  English,  in  which  over  four 
hundred  books  on  the  War  will  be  arranged  topically,  and  a  brief  expert  appraisement  of  each  will  be  given. 
In  the  April  issue  War  Geography  and  Maps  will  be  treated;  in  the  May  number,  T)ie  Economic  Background  of 
the  War;  in  June,  French  War  Curiosities .    Other  topics  will  follow. 

ANSWERS  TO  INQUIRIES  UPON  THE  WAR 

During  the  War  the  National  Board  for  Historical  Service  will  conduct  in  the  Magazine  a  department 
of  queries  and  answers  on  the  War.  A  body  of  experts  have  agreed  to  co-operate  in  furnishing  the  most 
authoritative  and  timely  answers  to  the  queries  presented.  Persons  not  subscribers  to  the  Magazine  as  well 
as  subscribers,  are  welcome  to  use  this  means  of  obtaining  information. 

HISTORY  AND  THE  SCHOOLS 

The  Magazine  is  publishing  many  articles,  in  addition  to  the  War  Supplements,  which  bear  upon  the 
War  and  its  influence  upon  the  schools  of  the  country.  Suggestions  for  revision  of  the  course  of  study, 
practical  lessons,  and  news  items  serve  to  keep  teachers  and  others  interested  in  the  schools  abreast  of  the 
most  recent  thought. 

WAR  REPRINTS 

The  monthly  War  Supplements  are  being  reprinted  as  fast  as  they  appear,  in  an  inexpensive  pamphlet 
form  for  use  in  classes,  reading  circles,  clubs,  and  public  meetings.  The  Reprints  are  sold  at  20  or  10  cents 
each,  with  a  generous  reduction  in  these  prices  when  a  quantity  is  ordered. 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICES 

The  History  Teacher's  Magazine  is  published  monthly  except  in  July,  August,  and  September. 
Single  issues  are  25  cents  each;  a  year's  subscription  (9  issues),  Two  Dollars.  A  reduced  rate  of  One  Dollar 
is  granted  to  members  of  the  American  Historical  Association,  and  to  members  of  other  history  teachers' 
associations.  A  Trial  Subscription  for  three  months  is  offered  to  New  Subscribers  for 
Fifty  Cents. 
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